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An American Success Story

When Halyna won a Diversity Immigrant Visa—better
known as the Green Card Loftery—she was one of the
lucky few selected from millions of applicants across the
globe. This visa offered a life-changing opportunity: the
chance to live and workin the United States permanently.
But like many immigrants, Halyna arrived with almost
nothing—no network, no job, and barely any English.
She could say, "My name is Halyna. | am from Ukraine.”
That was all.

Back in Ukraine, Halyna held a Ph.D. in accounting and
auditing. She had worked as a social worker and even
owned her own restaurant, butin the U.S., her credentials
and experience didn't matter. Without language skills,
her path forward was extremely limited. The only work
she could find was in housekeeping. She felt isolated and
overwhelmed, but she refused to give up.

Determined to build a better life, Halyna turned to Literacy
for Life, hoping to learn the English she so desperately
needed. But learning wasn't easy. She was juggling
two—sometimes three—jobs just to stay afloat. Her work
schedule was unpredictable and exhausting. Attending
classes on aregularschedule feltimpossible. That's when
she met hertutor, Bert. “One of the best things about Bert
was how flexible and kind he was,” Halyna says. “He even
rearranged his own work and family schedule to meet
with me. He didn't just feach me English—he gave me
the tools to survive and thrive. | learned something new
every single day.”

With Bert's support, Halyna's confidence began to grow.
Slowly but surely, she improved her reading, writing, and
speaking skills. That progress opened the door to one
achievement after another: she earned her driver's
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license, completed apartment applications, and
became a proud U.S. citizen!

Professionally, Halyna never stopped climbing. She rose
from housekeeper to supervisor, then assistant manager,
then manager. Meanwhile, she became a manager and
bartender at Kingsmill Resort. Recently, she landed a job
at Ferguson Enterprises as Department of Transportation/
Driver Compliance Business Partner.

“I am so grateful to everyone who helped me get here,”
she said. "l love my job. | finally feel like I'm doing what |
was meant to do.” As Halyna settles info her new job, she
is already looking for ways to give back.

“When I have more time, | want to come back fo Literacy
for Life—not as a student, but as a volunteer. | want to
help others the way | was helped.”

Halyna tells other learners:

“Don’t panic. Never give
up. Keep moving forward.
I am proud of what I've
done, and even though it
was difficult, but | wouldn'’t
change anything. To
everyone who supports
Literacy for Life—you truly
make a difference.”

OUR MISSION: Literacy for Life empowers adults by building
foundational skills for success in life and work.



COMMUNITY PARTNERS
($50,000+)
Virginia Department
of Education
The Blocker Foundation
Peninsula Community
Foundation of VA

RITA WELSH SOCIETY
($15,000-549,999)
Project for Awesome
Michael McNamara
Charles & Ginny Crone
Tim & Miranda Saumier
City of Newport News
Kiskiack Golf Club
John Tinker & Sara Frazer
Randy & Shelby Hawthorne
Jane & Charles Wilson
Newport News Shipbuilding
Han Zhang &
Jinlan Liv Foundation
Bernardine Franciscan
Sisters Foundation
Langley for Families
Foundation
Wendy & Paul Rufle
Jason & Jami Blanchard
Bank of America
Charitable Foundation

LITERACY CHAMPION
($10,000-514,999)
Roy B. (Monty) Il &
Ashley Hargrove
Wilma & Marc Sharp
Bryce Hinsch &
Sharon Willoughby
Annie Belle Reavis
Tuccori Foundation
Virginia Literacy Foundation
Williamsburg Health
Foundation

LITERACY BENEFACTOR
($5,000-59,999)
United Way of the
Virginia Peninsula
Dollar General
Literacy Foundation
Timothy Dykstra &
Rosaura Hernandez
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Chapin
Terry & Jack Murphy
Carl & Cindy Zangardi
Bruton Parish Church
James City County
Chesapeake Bank
City of Williamsburg
Drs. Theresa & Roger Emory
John & Sara Fogarty
Towne Bank
Williamsburg Community
Foundation

LITERACY PATRON

($2,500-54,999)

Pamela Reiss

William & Sue Mutell

Jason & Rebecca Thornton

Joe & Dawn Broker

Jack & Jean Smith

Greg & Lisa Granger

Christy & Scott King

Plastic Surgery Specidalists

Sands Anderson

Susan Spear

Lori Conen

AKPsi Omega (William &
Mary)

Old Point National Bank

Rick & Lara Overy

Thomas & Misty Spong

Walmart Community Grant

LITERACY AMBASSADORS
($1,000-52,499)
ProLiteracy National
Book Fund
Bryon & Penny Smith
Judy Jones
Sharon & Willie Abney
Robert & Louise Canfield
Wendy & Roy Geiger
Ann & Kenneth Herman
Rotary Club of James
City County
Scott & Tricia Russell
Ron & Mary Jean Hurst
Dr. David Hurt
Mary Beth & Nick Sablan
Bill & Robin Sanford
Minuteman Press
Linda Baker
The Courtney Martinez
Real Estate Team
Owens-Brockway Glass
ContainerInc.
Riverside Healthcare
Association, Inc.
Rotary Club Of Williamsburg
Michael & Sonya
Van Gheem
Christopher & Amy Dassler
Kristin Conradi Smith
John E. & Mary Lynch
Pamela Wollam
Williamsburg Unitarian
Universalists
Bill White
Masala Craft
Nancy & Vincent Cuda
Alicia Hofler
Deelyn & Tom Robinson
Ronald & Cecie Adolphi
Kay Allen
Williamsburg Landing
Amanda & Rick Batten
Donna & Barry Bryant
Patrick & Karen Dugan
Janna Fitzgerald
Kathy & Bruce Hornsby
Joosse Family Orthodontics
Kay Kane
Denise Koch
Jim & Trina Lesnick
James & Bonnie McNail
Nathan & Jennifer Mortier
Pete & Laura Osman
Lynn & Philip Pryor
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stockmeyer
Jamieson Vinson
Wolfgang &
Carol Wawersik
Peter & Kerry Mellette

LITERACY ADVOCATES
($500-5999)

Erin Smith

Philipps 66

Jinlan Liu

Lynn Allison

Dominion Energy
Kaufman & Canoles, P.C.
Frank C. &

Dianne M. Sonsini
Gene & Mary Griffith
Chris & Lindsay Conboy
Jade & Henry Ranger
Michael Baty
Thomas & Mary Lynn Billitteri
Carrie Cooper
Jim & Maggie Lyreman
Keegan & Ellen Plaskon
John & Melinda Morgan
Lyman Hubbard
Ravi & Beth Shamaiengar
Juliet Squire
Linda Terrell
Bayport Credit Union

Dr. Garnett R. & Mrs.
In H. Brooks
Nancy Canning
Joe & Janet Covingfon
Drs. Stewart Wetchler &
Mary Kay Dineen
Freedom Flush LLC
Drs. Charles Hamm &
Clara Massey
Margaret Hirl
Anna Martin
Jackson & Mary Ann
McBroom
Carlyn Menser
Brian Muse
New Zion Baptist Church
Pamela & James Penny
Joseph Phillips
Hung & Natalie Pho
Jose & Elisabeth Robles
Samuel & Mary Sadler
Robin & Bill Sanford
Amy Scanlin
Maria Scotese
Brad & Kym Smith
Peter & Anabelle Socha
Sylvia Weinstein Craft
Carolyn Wilson

FRIENDS OF LITERACY

($100-5499)

Truist

Elizabeth Munson

Autumn Clayton

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bardzell

Margaret Steel

Coastal Fermentory

Dan & Renee Lease

Cam Walker

Robert & Marget
Bradenham

Nancy & David Fazzone

Richard Laczynski

Gil & Sandy Patrick

Amber Price

Dr. HRaymond Whitney

Frances Falcon

Caleb Rogers

Melissa & Tate Twinam

Bill & Linda Burke

Ed Burnett

Karen Swann

Fiona Van Gheem

John & Jennifer Amos

Brad & Allison Anderson

C&FBank

Maria & Tom Cleator

Bonnie Cooper

Baker & Courtney Cox

Camille & Robert Di Maio

Dan Dutfcher

Paul & Robyn Hansen

Robert & Nancy Harding

Heidi Johnson &
Michael Hill

Candice & Tom Michalik

Fran Post

Ben & Elizabeth Puckett

Kerry & Rich Ragno

Joseph Ryan

Tracy Shackelford &
Harold Philipsen

Cynthia & Ray Shea

Steve & Susan Siceluff

John & Ginny Snead

Rebecca Wescoftt

Margaret Monahan

Mary O'Brien

Maureen Archer

Craig & Kim Conboy

Jodi Fisler

Jim & Lynn Sivells

Mary Beahm

John & Janice Brady

Mary Ellen Brauer

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 2024-2025 SUPPORTERS

Jill Herman-Whitten &
Dan Whitten

Dennis & Kathleen Hickey

Mary Lou & Mark Hunt

Mike & Beverly King

Karen Kleppinger &
Michael Geheart

Patricia Kozzi Kozzi

David & Margaret Monahan

John & Amy Presley

Progressive Insurance
Foundation

Michael Richardson

Karen Rose

Mr. & Mrs. James R.
Spence, Jr.

Margaret & Mark Sullivan

Cassandra Surles

Miley Walker

Svitlana Kilgore

Sarah Houghland

Bonnie Smith

Tetiana Raspopova

Dale & Bonnie Beardsley

Susan Riggs

Catherine Smith

Peter Barcher

Jerry Bitting

David & Valerie Lunt

Cynthia Sherwood

Kristen Witt

Qing Lu

Tan Dang

Ryan Foley

Iris Porush

Pamela Rudder Eastman

Dr. & Mrs. Skip Shannon

L. Scott & Jean Trainum

Laurie & Bill Beever

Maria Ramos

James Baldyga

Erika Golart

James & Pamela Carroll

Karen Eversole

Van Mozingo

Eunjeong Choi

Busare Reke

Wren Lamey

Zhifang Huang

Svetlana Bashlykova

Neyda Abreu

Brandyn Baty

Thomas & Mary Lynn Billitteri

Barbara & William Burnside

Rick & Sue Ivey

Shana Pribesh

Marcos Soares

Felix Vlad

Jerry Baldwin

Angela Becerra

Cesia Shinabery

Julie West

Elizabeth White

M Deepak

Katherine Serrano

Natalia Shabanova

Christianne Allison

Sandra Ballard

Linda Dyer

Brian Egenton

Sharmaine Latar

Caroline Laur

I[rina Novikova

Rebekah ODell

Maggie Paige

Kathleen Petersen

Carol & Lou Schuster

Elizabeth Ward

Haiyu Shi

Yu Aldrich

Denise Allard

Pat & Clyde Archer

Robert Archibald &
Nancy Vincent

Debbie Armijo

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Bacon
Amy Barnes

Hamid Beikzadeh

Patrick Benneftt

Dr. & Mrs. Alan Bolash
William & Michelle Brauer
Allison Brody

Dr. John & Julia Conlee
Maryam Davaji

William & Martha Dean
Kristin & Matt Doherty
Sean Driscoll

Christopher & Molly Gareis
Sylvia & Francis Giknis
Barbara Haug

Edmund & Patricia Hayes
Dr. Kent & Alice Herring
David & Terrell Hindman
Daniel Holohan

Dr. & Mrs. T.M. Jamison
Venezia & Dory Jimenez
Jenni Jones

Robert & Kathryn Kaplan
Fred & Barbara Kurasiewicz
Sherri & Glenn Lavender
Dr. Patricia &

Mr. Calvin Leary
Diane & Fred Lederer
Ms. Betty N. Levin
Michael Levine
Ms. Wendy Cooper &

Mr. Albert Louer
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lyons
Elsa Machado
Deborah Maddocks
Lawrence & Diana Martin
Rev'd & Mrs. Thomas Martin
Brian & Lynn McNelis
Kristine Meeks
Chris Mooney
Wendell & Nancy Moseley
Matt Mulherin
Tim & Rita Murphy
Elizabeth Mutuvharuvha
Moonhun Oh
Denis & Diane Parvin
Ying Ping
Halyna Pylypovets
Linda Register
Dr. Franklin &

Mrs. Adele Robeson
Lynn & Rob Shematek
Norbert & Mary Ellen Smith
Jerdeline Swann
David & Kathy Thornton
Rolana Tomeh
Scott & Jean Trainum
Brian & Maria True
Su Luck Tun
Elizabeth Turner
Mia Wang
Williamsburg Christian

Church
William & Sara Wilson
Jim & Dougie Winthrop
Colleen Woodard
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Yowell

LITERACY SUPPORTERS
($75-$99)

Casey Guditus
Murshid Arshid

Mary Lynch
Jacquelline Gallardo
Faustino Ruiz

Cathy & Tom Wimer
Maria Petrini

Milena Claro

Susan Meter

Thomas & Martha Squire
Lisa Petterson

Haley Matthews
Amelia Bartolone

Mr. & Mrs. Jack T. Clark
Kathy Pattison

This list covers gifts received between July 1, 2024, and June 2025. Every effort has been made to acknowledge all donors.
Please accept our apologies if you find an error—contact Literacy for Life 757-221-3325, and we will correct our records.



YOUR IMPACT

learners

10 O served

through one-to-one tutoring, in-person
and online classes, and off-site programs

from
79 countries

612 Williamsburg office

394 Newport News/Hampton office
volunteers

14,371 282 voluntee

by futoring, teaching
vo!un’reer .hOUl'S classes, serving as board
of instruction

& c_opncil members, and
(a $479,704 value) assisting the staff

Phillip, once
alearner who
passed the GED
with the support
of a Literacy for
Life tutor, now
celebrates the
milestone of
earning a
college degree.

This year, Maria joined
22 other learnersin
proudly becoming
U.S. citizens.

]

Muiltiple literacies Multiple funding sources

Private

Grants Contributions
Employment
Lit
Financial . J 7%
Literacy
FUNCTIONAL Fees for
LITERACY Service
V)
Health Government | ==4?
Literacy Digital (federal, state,
ae Literacy and locall)
R/
W 7

Fundraising/

Interest & Other Special Events

2 A
S0l 4

31,599

learner hours

speaking
languages

b -

learners became
U.S. citizens

after studying
American civics
and history with
their tutors

| 47

At Literacy for Life, tutors like Tom Squire make
a lasting difference in the lives of learners

like Omar—because futors are the heart of
everything we do.

1,299

personal
goals
met

such as

earning a

workplace
certification,

gefting a driver’s
license, creatfing a
family budget, and
becoming a U.S. citizen
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