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Tania always wanted

to be a dentist. In fact, she laughs as

she recalls helping her younger sister pull her baby
teeth. Little did she know that she was gaining
experience for her future careerin the United States.

Tania grew up in Texistepeque, El Salvador, where
she completed high school but did not learn o
speak English. Three years later, her high school
sweetheart—who had immigrated with his family
to the United States—returned to El Salvador and
proposed. Three years after that, once all her
immigration paperwork was complete, she joined
her new husband in the U.S.

With “really broken English” and “zero confidence to
speak with others,” Tania's work opportunities were
limited. She took ajob as a housekeeper, “but always
wanted more.” Tania began attending English as a
Second Language classes at Literacy for Life in 2018.

Tania’s ESL teachers recognized her potential and
before long, to Tania's surprise, they encouraged
her to take steps toward a new career. Tania was
extremely nervous about reading textbooks,
listening to lectures, and especially participating in
class discussions in English, but when she learned
about the opportunity fo study dental assisting, she
could noft resist giving it a try.

At that time, Literacy for Life
had two additionallearners
with an interest in dental

Tania’s ESL assisting and, with its
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Cambodia to preview

the vocabulary and concepts they

would need fo succeed in the course. In early 2019,
they enrolled with Today's Dentist.

Tania and her cohort contfinued to receive support
from Literacy for Life throughout the course, meeting
weekly with their ESL instructor to reinforce the
material. They also met with Literacy for Life's career
coach to develop their resumes, search for job
opportunities, and prepare for interviews.

Tania was excited to secure her first job in dental
assisting with a practice in Newport News, but she
was absolutely thrilled when she received a call
from Norge Dental Center in Toano, the practice
affiliated with Today’s Dentist. They had an opening,
remembered Tania from class, and encouraged her

to apply.

Tania loves the work and her colleagues at Norge
Dental Center, and they rave about her as well.
In fact, when an instructor position opened at
Today’s Dentist in 2021, they invited Tania to apply.
She eagerly did, and she is now an instructor in the
program that she was so nervous to apply for just
two years ago. Tania is excited not only to share her
love for the dental field, but also fo reassure Hispanic
students that, like her, they can thrive in the class
and in the field.

Tania is extremely happy in her job and grateful to
Literacy for Life for giving her confidence, helping her
communicate with others, and “never making me

teachers recognized
her potential and before
long, to Tania’s surprise,
they encouraged her
to take steps toward
a new career.

trademark flexibility,
formed a small cohort
and offered a pre-
dental assisting class.
Tania joined learn-
ers from Turkey and

feelless.” Tania's next goalis fo apply for United States
citizenship, and she looks forward to working with a
Literacy for Life tutor to prepare for herinterview and
test. After that, she says, “Who knows2"” She adds,
with a shrug, “Maybe I'll be a dentist!”

o

OUR MISSION: Literacy for Life improves lives by teaching
adults literacy skills required for self-sufficiency, better
health, and meaningful participation in society.
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—— THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 2020-2021 SUPPORTERS ——

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
($50,000+)
Bank of America
Virginia Department
of Education
Williamsburg Health
Foundation

RITA WELSH SOCIETY

($15,000-$49,999)

Elizabeth Carrier

Charles and Ginny Crone

The Alex Kaz Charitable
Lead Trust

Susan Webster

Anonymous

($10,000-$14,999)
Randy and Shelby Hawthorne

($5,000-59,999)
Argent Bridge Advisors
Greater Williamsburg
Community Trust
Hargrove Wealth
Management Group
Ann and Kenneth Herman
David Hurt
Langley Federal Credit Union
Langley for Families
Foundation
Library of Congress
Mellette PC
Rotary Club of James
City County
Marc and Wilma Sharp
United Way of South
Hampton Roads
Virginia Literacy Foundation
William & Mary
Anonymous

($2,500-54,999)
Han Zhang &

Jinlan Liv Foundation
Amy and Tim Harris
Peninsula Community

Foundation of Virginia
John Tinker and Sally Frazer
David and Marilyn Ross
Sands Anderson PC
Bill and Carol White

LITERACY AMBASSADORS
($1,000-$2,499)
Kay Allen
Patricia Carmichael
Chesapeake Bank
City of Williamsburg
Dr. Mary Kay Dineen and
Stewart Wetchler
James and Martha Easton
Kermit Eide and
Roberta MacGregor
Roy B. Hargrove lll
Jane and Jim Kaplan
Dennis and Vickie Matheis
Kerry and Peter Mellette
New Readers Press
Pamela Reiss
John Reitz
Cherry and Edward Robinson
Rotary Club of James
City County
Minako Scruggs
Donna Sheppard
Silver Hand LLC
Brenda Snow

Bonita and Paul Stockmeyer
Jason and

Rebecca Thornton
Hans Tiefel
TowneBank
TYGES International
Benming Zhang

LITERACY ADVOCATES
($500-5999)
Celia and Ronald Adolphi
Jeffrey Anthony
Amy Aponte
Jayne Barnard
Julie Baxter
Marget and
Robert Bradenham
Barry and Donna Bryant
Camilla Buchanan and
Debra Hill
Nancy Canning
Marti and David Coffield
Loretta Conen
Janet and Joe Covington
Cynthia Du Puy
Hargrove Wealth
Management
Bruce and Kathy Hornsby
Mary Claire Jacobs
Kaufman & Canoles
Denise Koch
John and Louise Lynch
Dr. Clara Massey and
Dr. Charles Hamm
William Mutell
New Zion Baptist
Church Members
Joseph Phillips
Lara Prescoft
Rotary Club of Williamsburg
Misty and Tom Spong
The Prescription Shoppe
Wells Fargo Advisors
Dr. Peter Wendell
Anonymous

FRIENDS OF LITERACY
($100-5499)

Victoria Albritton

Anna Anderson

Dorothy and Richard Bardzell
Donald Beck

Dane and Portia Belden
Jody and Richard Bennett
Alan and Nancy Bolash
Tom Bracy

Garnett and In Hae Brooks
Virnell Bruce

Tchad Bruce

Eve Ellis and Andrew Burden
Linda and William Burke
Marilyn and Robert Casey
Linda and Thomas Caviness
Mehmetcan and Hasan Celik
Linda Chelmow

Elizabeth Coleman

John Conlee

Hal and Lovee Curtis

Kelley Dahl

Kathryn Darling

Amy and Christopher Dassler
Donna Sue Davenport
Martha and William Dean
Amanda Deverich

John Dougherty

Sherry Doyle

Karen and Patrick Dugan
Carolyn Eberdt

Mary Edwards
Anthony and Cam Esler
Maria Fabios
Frances and Juan Falcon
Frank and Mary Ferrante
Jodi Fisler
Alison and Burton Foley
Dr. Christopher Gareis
David Gaston
Tracy Gillespie
Lucinda and Roger Godsen
Linda and Mark Gottfried
Margaret Gray
Gene and Mary Criffith
Loretta Hannum
Nancy and Robert Harding
John Henry
Rosaura Hernandez and

Tim Dykstra
Alice and Dr. Kent Herring
Suzanne and Tom Huddleston
Mary Jean and Ron Hurst
Karen and Thomas Jamison
Shirley Jenkins
Kevin and Shevette Jones
Judy Jones
Kathleen Kane
Beverly and Michael King
Bert Kirkland
Margaret Krull
Richard Laczynski
Diane Lederer
Albert Louer
Mary and Ted Lynch
Jim and Maggie Lyreman
Diana and Lawrence Martin
Anna Marfin
John McCarthy
Cynthia and John McCraw
Barbara McFarland
Virginia McLaughlin
Brian and Lynn McNelis
Candice Michalik
Brenda Mitchell
Mary and Will Molineux
David and

Margaret Monahan
John Morgan
Jennifer and Nathan Mortier
Jack and Terry Murphy
Rita and Tim Murphy
Purushotham Muthakana
Blanca O'Brien
Judith Olbrych
Robert Osmon
Leila Oufkir
Rebecca Palmer
Jean Peterson
Iris Porush
Merle and Samuel Powell
Carol Reidy
Caroline and Jhon Rhodes
David and Susan Riggs
David Roberts
Deelyn and Thomas Robinson
Elisabeth Robles
Ramon Rodriguez, Il
Karen Rose and Robert Welch
Pamela Rudder-Eastman
Anita Sadlack
Mary and William Sadler
Andrea Salamy
Barbara Schmidt
Deborah and William Secrest
Faith Shartzer
Cynthia Shea
Lynn and Robert Shematek
Josephine Shinholser

Justin Smalley

Bryon and Penny Smith

John Snead

James Spence, Jr.

Alan and Katherine Teck

Linda Terrell

Jim and Lisa Thomas

Kathy Thornton

Duane and Dorothy Tibbetts

Natalia Tuminov and
Arkadiy Khaykin

Patricia Van Zandt

Nancy Vincent and
Robert Archibald

Yanli Wang

Katherine Whitbeck

Jilland Dan Whitten

Carolyn Wilson and
Jack Bachner

Jane Wilson

Ellen and James Winthrop

Fuchen Wu

Xiang Xu

Leshui Yuan

Carl and Cindy Zangardi

Anne and J.R. Zepkin

Jade and Henry Ranger

Anonymous

LITERACY SUPPORTERS
(Up to $99)
Denise Allard
Karen Ameel
Sonia Andrade
Giorgi Anjaparidze
Svetlana Anfonova
Clyde and Patricia Archer
Shivani Arora
Neeta Arora
James and Susan Axtell
Eri Bailey
Brandyn Baty
Patrick Belcher
Gabriela Centeno
Mike Crump
Chris Darling
Marelvy Daza Blanco
Lizeth Delarca
John and Sue Donaldson
Sherry Doyle
Anny and Michael Dwyer
Morton and Sarah Eckhause
Yosmar Escobar
Silvia Escobar
Robert Estremera
Yolande Fatou
Dawn Florence
Robert Foxx
Bob and Carol Fryer
Maria Galdon
Emily Gambone
Lili Ge
Colleen Glennon
Mary Goicochea
Federico Gomez
HCI-EBS, Inc.
Jose G Hernandez
Lourdes Hernandez
Susan and Tilford Hildum
David and Teri Hindman
Patricia Kach
Joann and William Kansier
Mihyeon Kim
John Kopitzke
lhsan and Tulay Korkmaz
Carmen and

William Lancellotti
Glenn and Sherri Lavender

Jimmye Laycock
Fred Liggin
Junli Liv
Sonia Luna
Roberta Madrin
Curt and Tricia Marshall
Andrew Martin
Marilu Martinez
Marsha Mays
Karina Mccloud
Stephanie Lynn McGuire
Francis and Kathleen
McRickard
Carol Minter
Joseph Mitchell
Chris Mooney
Nancy Morales
Luis Morales
Aigul Mukhatzhahova
Paul Murphy
Dustin Myers
Susan Nelson
Su Nguyen
Irina Novikova
Mary O'Brien and
Christopher Ward
Desy Octaviani
Kim and Walter Orthner
Eve Otmar
Laura Painter
Donald Paisley
Roya Pakbaz
Iveth Perez Espinosa
Tram Phan
Ellen and Keegan Plaskon
Fran Post
Cindy Prieto
Ben Puckett
Olga Ramirez
Heidi Robitshek
Rick Rowland
Carol and Louis Schuster
Neal Shambaugh
Jamie Shannon
Harriet and Ralph Simmons
Bonnie Smith
Anabelle and

George Socha
C. W. and Leslie Stacks
Patricia Stevenson
Jennifer Strand
Elara Strand
Sarah Sullivan
Cassandra Surles
Charles Sutherland
Dr. Corliss Tacosa
Kohei Tanaka
The Bill & Billie Wilkes Trust
Jean and Scott Trainum
Allen and Mary Turnbull
Edward and

Ronnie Turowski
Edward and

Fiona Van Gheem
Jonathan and Marcia Weiss
Clayton Westland
Lisa Wood
Yu Xuan Xie
Anonymous (4)

MATCHING GIFTS

Smithfield Foods

State Farm Companies
Foundation

Wells Fargo

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to acknowledge all donors. Please accept our apologies if you find an error.
Contact Literacy for Life 757-221-3325 and we will correct our records.



Interest & Individuals/
Other Private Donations

Fees for
Grants |NCOME Service

Government

Special Events (state & locall)

Administrative
& Fundraising

EXPENSE

Program

learner
hours

665

personal
goals met

such as enrolling in
community college,
earning a certification
for work, reading

a book to a child,
understanding a
doctor’s instruction
for the first time, and
obtaining a GED.

375
aftended
virtual

classes and/or
received virtual
tutor instruction.

183 @

volunteers

changed lives by
tutoring, teaching
classes, serving as
board and council
members, and
assisting the staff.

$246,000

saved through volunteering

from a combined 8,631 hours of volunteer assistance
in Literacy for Life programs and operations.

learners served
despite-COVID restrictions for
in person instruction.
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