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An Unimaginable Past,

An Unlimited Future.

Meiber Gonzalez's family was living a peaceful
life in Venezuela, where she worked as an ICU
nurse. But when they became a target for
Nicolas Maduro’s police, everything imploded.

“They kidnapped my son and myself from our
house,” she says. “After that, they kept extorting
us. We paid them monthly, but they started
kiling family members. They disintegrated our
family and stole our peace.” Meiber fled to the
United States with her husband and son, leaving
behind danger but also the career she loved.

“I had to start from zero, from scratch,” she
says with tears. “| felt like a baby, you know?" But
then she found Literacy for Life. Meiber laughed
as she recalled her earliest tutoring sessions:

“I couldn’t understand anything. | just sat
there and hoped my tutor wasn't asking any
questions. | felt sorry for him, like | was wasting
his time. But every week, he kept showing
up!” Meiber credits her tutor's patience and
resolve, along with Literacy for Life's welcoming
atmosphere, for her success learning English.

“The most important thing is, there was no
judgment,” she emphasizes, “and because |
didn't feel judged, | thought, ‘Okay, | can try."”
A turning point came when she was walking
along the sidewalk, and a stranger asked her

for the fime.

“ understood the
question,”  she  marvels,
“and | told him it was 2:00!
At that moment, | knew
it was working.” Meiber
began pouring energy into
her English classes. Her skills
improved exponentially,
and the time came when she could focus on her
career goals.

She started by volunteering as an interpreter at
Olde Towne Medical Center. When she earned
certification as a Clinical Medical Assistant, the
clinic hired her. Then, upon the departure of

Because | didn’t
feel judged,
| thought,
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the clinic’s nutritionist, Meiber began informally
advising patients on the importance of diet in
managing their diabetes.

“The patients started getting better. My
managers saw something more in me,” she
says. Meiber was promoted to Health Educator.
Before long, Literacy for Life also realized what
an asset she was, and invited Meiber to deliver
The HEAL Program at her clinic. In September
2022, Meiber began teaching her first HEAL class.

Looking to the future, Meiber’s opportunities
are limitless.

“I could become a Registered Nurse again,”
she says. “That is an optfion. Or a counselor.
Also, nutrition—that topic is really calling me.”
She gazes thoughtfully into the distance and
gestures as though picking fruits from a tree.
“I want to learn a little of this, and a little of
that,” she smiles, "and make a salad. A very
nice salad.”

OUR MISSION: Literacy for Life empowers
adulis by building foundational skills for

success in life and work.
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Please accept our apologies if you find an error. Contact Literacy for Life 757-221-3325 and we will correct our records.
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VOLUNTEERS

changed lives by
tutoring, teaching
classes, serving as board
and council members,
and assisting the staff.

EXPENSES FORGING CAREERS

& BECOMING CITIZENS

The Edarus family, from Kenyaq,
have all thrived with help from
Program expenses Literacy for Life. Salma obtained
89% her high school diploma, pursued
further education, and works
in nursing. Her brother Hussain
enrolled for EmployEd services. He
obtained his Commercial Driver's
License and loves his new job as a
fruck driver. Their mother, Zeinab,

Individuals/
private donations
23%
Fees for
service
2%

Government

(state & local)
Special events 22%

Administrative
& fundraising had never attended school

1% before, but flourished in classes,
even learning to Zoom!

$303,808

saved through

10 volunteering 496
became foma learners served

spe combined through one-to-one
us. CIi’IZ?nS 11,268 hours tutoring, in-person
after studying of help in and online classes,
American civics and programs & off-site programs, &
history with their tutors operations computer lab

1 8 272 learner hours

Tutoring pairs are the 699
heart of the program! personal goals met
Tutor Portia embraces such as enrolling in community college, earning a certification

1 Patrici for work, reading a book to a child, understanding a doctor's
earner Patricia instructions for the first time, and obtaining a GED.
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