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Four Worlds, One Dream

LJoe with book €lub
Ieader Carol

orn to sharecroppers in Surry

County, Joe left school at 8 years
old. He worked the fields, traveled the
world with the Army, and ultimately
settled in Williamsburg. He is the
proud father of three children,
with many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nephews and nieces.

Despite his full life, as Joe approached

his 80th birthday, he yearned for a
missing piece. He could not read his
Bible independently or participate fully
in Sunday school. He could not use
email or texts to stay in touch with
his family. He struggled to read and
write. Joe enrolled at Literacy for
Life and was matched with his tutor,
Louise. Before long, he also enrolled
in Carol’s Book Club.

Carol’'s Book Club
(aka Tuesday Magic)
Every Tuesday, volunteer tutor
Carol Reidy leads a book club that
encapsulates the diversity and magic of
Literacy for Life (LFL). Carol's roster

has included learners from 15 countries.

Some have little formal education;
others have advanced degrees but
limited English skills. Their ages
have ranged from 18 to 86. Together,
they read simplified biographies of
American heroes from Abraham
Lincoln to Bill Gates. They learn civics,
history, and geography while improving
their reading and English skills.

As a retiree, Joe is unusual. His

literacy goals are personal, while most
of his classmates—including Yuxuan,
Olga, and Merouane—are looking to
the future, compelled by goals such as
turther education or better jobs.

Yuxuan
Yuxuan came to the U.S. from China
with his mother and her American
husband. He had not quite completed
high school when they moved, so he
arrived in America with no
diploma and very little
English. He was 18
and starting from
scratch. Now,
just three
years later,
he converses
easily, revealing
awry sense of
humor. Yuxuan
attends multiple
LFL classes and meets
with his tutor, Joe. In 2020, he will
enroll in the National External Diploma

Program to earn his high school diploma.

Olga

Olga emigrated from Colombia in
her 40s and faced the daunting task of
learning a new language and rebuilding
her resume. Her English skills held
her back, and she felt overwhelmed
by identifying career goals in her new
country. Working with LFI’s EmployEd
coach, Olga identified health care
as her career path. She is passionate

about serving others and lights up with
enthusiasm when she talks about

her future. With the help of

her tutor, Karen, she
has completed a
Certified Nursing
Assistant course
and is working
asa CNA

while pursuing
certifications as

a medication aide
and phlebotomist.

Merouane
Merouane earned an associate degree
in Morocco but faced extremely limited
opportunities due to the stagnant
economy. He immigrated to the U.S.
and wasted no time pursuing his
American dream: he
enrolled at LFL
only four days
later. Despite
a demanding
work
schedule,
Merouane
attends LFL
regularly, and
his English has rapidly
improved from an intermediate to
advanced level. LFL has assisted him
in accessing Virginia CareerWorks
funding to pursue a certification in
auto technology. With support from his
tutor, Bob, Merouane is thriving in his
course and looks forward to his career
as an auto mechanic.

Pursuing What is Possible
Where else but Literacy for Life

would a former sharecropper find
himself among immigrants from China,
Colombia, and Morocco, all striving
together to improve their skills? Joe not
only attends Book Club, but he recently
found himself Carol’s “star pupil” As the
group discussed a biography of Martin
Luther King, Joe shared his memories,
including seeing Dr. King speak in
Williamsburg in 1962. Moments like
these define Literacy for Life—a place
where a diversity of learners, volunteer
tutors, teachers, and staff share a
commitment to education and the
pursuit of what is possible.

OUR MISSION: Literacy for Life improves lives by teaching adulis literacy skills

required for self-sufficiency, better health, and meaningful participation in society.



COMMUNITY PARTNERS
($50,000+)
Commonwealth of Virginia,
Dept. of Education
Coverys Community
Health Foundation
Dancing with the
Williamsburg Stars
June G. Horsman Family Trust
Optima Health
Williamsburg Health Foundation

RITA WELSH SOCIETY

($15,000-549,999)

Blue Talon Bistro

Jon and Liz Carrier

Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.

Han Zhang & Jinlan Liv
Foundation

Roy E. Hocki

Impact 100

($10,000-$14,999)

Charles and Virginia Crone
Langley Federal Credit Union
Charles and Karen Lyon
Wendy Ruffle

Virginia Literacy Foundation

($5,000-59,999)
Bank of America
Charitable Foundation
Robert and Louise Canfield
Dr. Stuart Flanagan
Margaret Fowler
Roy Hargrove
Randall and Shelby Hawthorne
Bryce Hinsch
James City County
John and Terry Murphy
Rotary Club of James City County
The Max & Victoria Dreyfus
Foundation, Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank
William & Mary

(52,500-54,999)

Timothy and Rosaura Dykstra

Greater Wiliamsburg
Community Trust

Jim and Jane Kaplan

Mellette, PC

Kevin and Joan Peterson

Rotary Club Of Williamsburg

Marc and Wilma Sharp

The Lichtenberger Foundation

United Way

Virtues Studio Yoga & Hair

Williamsburg United
Methodist Church

LITERACY AMBASSADORS
($1,000-52,499)
Ty and Judith Alexander
Bernardine Franciscan
Sisters Foundation, Inc.
Patricia Carmichael
City of Williamsburg
Dominion Foundation
James and Nikki Drake
Donald and Faye Harris
Anne Herman
Making History Pizza, LLC
Peter and Kerry Mellette
Priority Nissan of Williamsburg
Pamela A. Reiss
Cherry and Edward Robinson
Jack and Jean Smith
Brenda Snow
St. Bede Catholic Church
Paul and Bonita Stockmeyer
Hans O. Tiefel

William and Carol White
Williamsburg Alewerks, LLC

LITERACY ADVOCATES
($500-5999)
Anderson Financial

Advisory Group
Jayne Barnard
Billsburg Brewery
Robert and Margret Bradenham
Garnett and In Hae Brooks
Kermit Eide
Elan Williamsburg

Apartments Owners
Joe Harrow
Frances Hom
Bruce and Kathy Hornsby
Marina Electrical Equipment, Inc.
New Zion Baptist Church
Young Hee Noh
Moonhun Oh
Joseph Phillips and Edi Gougherty
Iris C. Porush
David and Marilyn Ross
William and Mary Sadler
Norbert F. Smith
Thomas and Misty Spong
Stantec Consulting Services
The Cedars LTD
The Pointe af New Town
Stewart Wetchler and

Mary Kay Dineen
Carolyn Wilson

FRIENDS OF LITERACY

($100-5499)

Amazon Smile

Gwanghyeon An

Anna Elizabeth Anderson

Gordon and Judy Angles

Robert Archibald and
Nancy Vincent

Judith Austin

Richard and Dorothy Bardzell

Donald and Susan Beck

Portia Belden

Diane Berry

Pamela Boyce

Barbara Brown

Virnell Bruce

Donna Bryant

Camilla Buchanan and
Debra Hill

Robert D. Buchwald

Marie Buckman

Andrew Burden

William and Linda Burke

Edward Burnett

D.T. Calderone

Eileen Cameron

Mary Campbell

Helen-Andrea Cardman

Jeffrey and Martha Clouse

David and Martha Coffield

Loretta Conen

Lovee S. Curtis

Amy and Christopher Dassler

Dependable Computing, LLC

Kathyrn Devanny

Sean Driscoll

Cynthia Du Puy

Patrick J. and Karen Dugan

Eve Ellis

Essex Bank

Christopher Gareis

Jane and John Geisler

Maxine Girard

Ann Golden

Mark Gottfried

Franz Gross and Christine Faia

Eugenie Homm

Cynthia Hamrick

Loretta Hannum

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 2018-2019 SUPPORTERS

Gary and Jeanne Harvey

Katy Henderson

Alice Herring

David and Teri Hindman

Sue Ivey

Jamestowne Bookworks, LLC

Dr. T.M. and Mrs. Jamison

Brian and Shirley Jenkins

Jina Jeon

Kathleen Kane

Gary and Margaret Krull

Richard Laczynski

Madelyn Larkin

Fred and Diane Lederer

Jane Lisk

Albert and Tessa Louer

Anna Martin

Thomas and Virginia Martin

Diana Martin

Jon and Patti Martin

Clara Massey

K. Jane Massey Redd

John McCarthy

Brian and Lynn McNelis

Candice Michalic

Brenda Mitchell

Will and Mary Molineux

Nathan and Jeni Mortier

Network Peninsula

Rebecca Palmer

Jean W. Peterson

The Pilates Center for Fithess &
Therapeutic Conditioning, LLC

Donna Poftts

Barbara and Thomas Powers

Beverly Ragborg

Carol Reidy

Susan and David Riggs

Riverside Health System

Franklin and Adele Robeson

Martha Rush

Steve Saradin

Marilyn Schempf

Pamela Schnabel

Roger Schultz

Louis and Carol Schuster

Maria Scotece

Deborah and William Secrest

Albert and Mary Shannon

Lee Ann Shelhorse

Alexa Short

Richard and JOANnn Smith

Ginny Snead

Frank C. Sonsini

James R. Spence, Jr.

Barbara St. Pierre

Robert and Linda Stanzione

Ginny Van Wicklin

Helen Walker

Cam Walker

Holley R. Walling

Chris and Christine Ward

Robert Ward

Wells Fargo Community
Support Campaign

Robert Welsh and Karen Rose

William D. Whittaker

Jilland Dan Whitten

Lana Wingate

James and Ellen Winthrop

Yu Xuan Xi

The Honorable J.R. and
Anne Zepkin

LITERACY SUPPORTERS

(Up to $99)

Walter and Shirley Adams
Denise Allard

Georgia Allen

Jennifer Amos

Anonymous

Karen and Anthony Annoni
Marjorie Artzer

James and Susan Axtell

Susan Baldwin

Judith and Donald Baxter

Alan and Nancy Bolash

Karin Boylan

Randolph and Beth Chambers

Jack and Gisela Clark

Robert and Margaret Cleveland

William and Judith Connell

Kilja Copeland

Deborah Corkey-Corber

Grace Cunningham

Maryam Darvish

William and Martha Dean

Jeffrey Dobrinsky

Ruby Doig

John Donaldson

John Doyle

Carolyn Eberdt

Morton and Sarah Eckhause

Dawn Florence

Alison and Burton Foley

Naraporn Graley

Margaret Hook

Stephen Huebner

Ann Hunt

Korkmaz lhsan

Martha and Kenneth Jenkins

Alice Jin

Judy B. Jones

Ihsan Korkmaz

Adrian and Rachel Madsen

Fran and Cathy McRickard

Anthony Miltich

Carol Minter

Helena Mock

Wendell and Nancy Moseley

Paul Brian Murphy

Edwin Noriko

Walter and Kim Orthner

Eve Ottmar

Donald Paisley

Roya Pakbaz

Paul’s Deli

Peacoat Press

Evelyn Perry

Jeffrey J. Perry

Ellen Peters

Bill and Karen Robins

Heidi Robitshek

Beth Robles

Andre Rose

Ronald Rosenberg and
Yanfang Tang

James Rudnicky

Robert and Lynn Shematek

Carol Sheriff and Philip

Daileader

Ralph Simmons

Preston and Myong Smith

Herbert and Beverly Spannuth

Tiffany Speas

Thomas and Martha Squire

C.W. Stacks

Sarah Sullivan

Corliss A. Tacosa

Josephine Taylor

The Velvet Shoestring, Inc.

Paul and Marjorie Tongue

Natalia Tumanova

Elizabeth and Edwin Turner

Jon Unger

Joan Verhoef

Yanli Wang

Allison Weiss

Jonathan and Marcia Weiss

Clayton and Julia Westland

Lisa H. Wood

Jianyu Zhou

MATCHING GIFTS
Hewlett Packard
Smithfield Foods

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to acknowledge all donors. Please accept our apologies if you find an error.

Contact Literacy for Life 757-221-3325 and we will correct our records.

— www.literacyforlife.org —



N
How you made
a difference

FIVE

learners became U.S. citizens
after studying American civics and history
with their tutors at Literacy for Life!l
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VOLUNTEERS LEARNERS PERSONAL GOALS SAVED
changed lives served through met, such as getting through volunteering,
by tutoring, one-to-one tutoring, accepted into community from a combined
teaching classes, small classes, college, earning a certification 15,431 hours of
serving as board off-site program:s, for work, reading a book volunteer assistance
and council on-site computer lab,  to a child, understanding a in Literacy for
members, and and distance doctor’s instructions for the Life programs &
assisting the staff. learning programs.  first time, and receiving a GED. operations.

Administrative

& fundraising X
17% ) X
Grants
34% 'I
EXPENSES !
Program expenses Intémﬁt }
& other™

83%

Individuals/ 5%
private donations
16%




You helped change Martha’s life!

“I moved to the U.S. to escape a bad situation in my native country
of Peru, where | worked as a CNA. Because | didn't speak English, |
cleaned houses here. | also didn’t drive, so
my life was very limited. | felf trapped
and dependent on others. Providing
a good life for my son is my
greatest motivation. | attended
Literacy for Life and step by
step, with the help of patient,
encouraging tutors, | slowly
achieved my goals:
e |learned English
| got my driver’s license
| became a U.S. citizen
| became quadlified as
a CNA here last month,
letting me return to my
passion of caring for people
| could never have achieved all
of this on my own. Literacy for Life

really does change lives.” < .
Y Martha with her son, Harrison
— Martha Suarez-Shaheen CREDIT: LISA W CUMMING PHOTOGRAPHY

HOW TO HELP MORE LEARNERS:

1. Spread the Word 2. Volunteer

If you know of someone who needs If you have time to help someone

help with their literacy skills, tell them improve their literacy skills, please
about Literacy for Life. Share the call us. Our need for tutors is great,
“tear off” below and help them set as we always have eager students
an appointment to start improving who want to remove the barriers in
their future. their lives through education.

English Literacy Community and Math Fundamentals  Health Literacy

Aprender Inglés Citizenship Aprender Educacion
Comunidad'y Matemdaticas de Salud
Ciudadania
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- 757-221-3325 | literacyforlife.org



